THE WILSON-VAN RIPER-BROCK HOUSE"

Paul P. Van Riper and Deborah L. Brock
January 31, 1985

The structure that is the subject of this applarats the Wilson-Van Riper-Brock House
located at 712 E. 30St., Bryan, Texas, in the center of Bryan's relgecrieated East
Side Historical District. This large Queen Anngetrame house, built in 1904 by
George W. McMichael, has been best known as theéemrese of the Alfred F. Wilson
family for nearly sixty years. To follow is, firsh chronological survey of the ownership
of the house; second, a review of its modificatitmeugh time; and, third, descriptions
of architectural and other features, both exteaiwd interior.

Buildersand Owners

George Washington McMichael (Mar. 6, 1854 — Octl¥)4) occasioned the building of
the housé. McMichael was the eighth child of Richard M. MaMael, a farmer near
Millican, Texas, who had come to Brazos County fi@eorgia via Alabama. George
was the only one of the children born in TeXaBrought up in the area, he became a
successful lumbermahHe married Lula Cooper, daughter of James Coapeealthy
land owner near Rock Prairie. There were two cbiidGeorge and Kathleen; there is
one direct descendant, of the latter, Mrs. Kathlrennebaker, who now lives in County
Wicklow, Ireland. In 1896 McMichael was electedefEl of Brazos County on the
Democratic ticket. He was reelected three moregiand announced for a fifth term in
April 1904. However, he became ill during the suenmand died Oct. 5 in Rochester,
Minn., at the age of 49 and only a short time dfeeand his family had moved into their

! The marker was approved with the title, “McMich#éison House.”

2 Letter from Mrs. Ruth Bryan (Mrs. Travis, Sr.)Bo. Van Riper, item “A” in the
Appendix. The letter itself has no date, but theetope is postmarked Feb. 27, 1980. At
that time Mrs. Bryan, born Sept. 20, 1896 was B8s. Bryan's husband was the son of
the founder of Bryan, Texas, and the one for whioencity was named. Mrs. Bryan’s
childhood and present residence is 615 E. S0, Bryan, across the street and just a
block from the McMichael house.

® From the U.S. Census of 1860 for Brazos Coungxas$, p. 100, precinct 2, Post Office
of Boonville, August 4, 1860, dwelling #745 and fbm#745, as reproduced in the
Brazos Genealogical Advertiser, vol. IV (Jan. — Feb., 1983), p. 94.

* Letter from Mrs. Alice R. Whitson to Mr. Van Ripétem “B” in the Appendix, p. 2.
The letter is dated June 30, 1980.



new home. McMichael was a member of the Elks &edinights of Pythias; he is
buried in the Bryan City Cemetety.

McMichael bought the land on which his house starlds$ 4, block 11, Phillips
addition—on Dec. 4, 1900 for $760The lot is from land granted by the Mexican
government to Stephen F. Austin and the deedsissitribe lot boundaries in Spanish
“varas,” each approximately equal to a yard. Thmediate area around the lot and
extending a block or so south constitutes the tggpeint in Bryan-College Station and
within a radius of nearly ten miles. It is not alhsgely certain, but the house was
probably designed and built by Charles Eric an@eorge Washington Jenkins, Jr., local
architect-builders of some distinctidn.

After McMichael’s death, Mrs. McMichael and theldnen lived in the home until about
1907, when the house was rented to the AllisteWldrop, Sr., family} Waldrop was a
leading men’s clothier and former president ofBngan Chamber of Commerce, the
Texas Retail Clothier and Furnisher Associatior #re Bryan School Board. About
1911 the Waldrops moved to a new home nearby whigp had been building on E.®9
St., Bryan.

Mrs. McMichael and the two children, as joint hetreen sold the property on March 26,
1912 to Alfred Flournoy Wilson, a prominent planter $6,000. Wilson promptly
deeded the property to his wife, Mrs. Sammie GledWdson (Sept. 4, 1856—Feb. 9,
1959) on April 13, 1913. As a granddaughter, Mrs. Alice W. Whitson of TiinTexas,

> From brief obituary in thBryan Eagle, Oct. 13, 1904.
® See vol. 19, p. 421, of the deed records of ®&Zounty. Copies of the relevant deed
records or segments thereof are assembled in Erm‘the Appendix.

’ Letter from Mrs. Bessie S. Benbow (Mrs. A.) ta Dan Riper, item “C” in the
Appendix. The letter is dated March 7, 1980. NBsnbow is a lifelong resident of
Bryan, Texas, and was 88 at the time of writinge 8lso certificate by Mrs. Judie
Graham Bobbitt, dated Feb. 2, 1980, item “C” in Appendix. Mrs. Bobbitt is C.E.
Jenkins’ granddaughter; she was born June 3, 18idong the Bryan buildings for
which C.E. Jenkins and his brother were responsitdghe St. Andrews Episcopal
Church, the parsonage of the First Methodist ChutehFirst Methodist Church
preceding the present one, and the homes of HoRamgtr, J.M. Gordon, E.J. Jenkins,
and W.B. Roman, among others.

8 Allister M. Waldrop, Jr., to Paul P. Van Ripenn& 25, 1980; see also the Texas
Historical Marker application for the Waldrop—Bows¢ouse as approved by the
Brazos County Historical Commission during 1984lister M. Waldrop, Jr., was born
May 11, 1907 and the Waldrop family moved into kh&Michael house shortly
thereafter.

® For the transfer from Mrs. McMichael see vol. 5438 of the deed records of Brazos
County; vol. 35, p. 548 shows the transfer fronrédf Wilson to his wife.
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recently wrote: “My grandparents (the A.F. Wilsphged on a 1,200 acre cotton
plantation in the Brazos bottoms out from HearmarmMumford, Texas. My
grandmother wanted to move to town and build a heme—she had plans drawn and
they were in the attic. Instead they bought tlosge...built by a wealthy
lumberman....*° There were three Wilson children, Thomas Dec@miown as T.D.,
died 1975), Alice Rae (Mrs. Whitson’s mother, di&64) and Mae Herbert (1888-Apr.
11, 1969). After Alfred’s death in 1917, Mrs. Samarwilson continued to live in the
house with her unmarried daughter Mae. She atsloitothree of the four children of
Alice Rae to raisé’ Mrs. Wilson willed the house to her daughter Mako lived there
alone until her death in 1969. Mae Wilson willeeé house to her niece Susan Evelyn,
only child of Thomas Decatur WilsdA.

However, Susan never lived in the house and sad dune 30, 1970 to Paul P. and
Dorothy Van Riper. Dr. Van Riper has been heathefDepartment of Political Science
at Texas A&M University and is a founding membed &ormer president of Brazos
County’s Citizens for Historic Preservation. Ugua retirement in 1981, the property
was sold to James W. and Deborah Brock, formerlgeasfville, Texas. Mr. Brock has
been in the oil business.

Within the last decade or so the house has bedmeoddouse and Garden Tour of the
Bryan Women'’s Club and three times on the annwsbhcal tour of the Citizens for
Historic Preservation.

M odifications

The structure of 1904 is still clearly evident,dlgb some important modifications were
made in 1912-13 by the Wilsons. They changedrtbr& porch by removing small

pillars on brick pedestals and replaced them witiclmarger, more neo-classical cypress
pillars* There was also a major addition to the rear, whigs been described by the
granddaughter, Alice Whitson: “...there was a sroa# story room at the back of the

10 \Whitson letter, cited in note 3.
1 1bid.

12 For the wills of Mrs. Wilson and Miss Mae Wils@ee the Brazos County probate
records, numbers 2854 and 3964 respectively.

13 For the transfer from Susan E. Wilson to Pawrl Dorothy Van Riper, see vol. 287,
p. 105 of the deed records of Brazos County; vol,, p. _ shows the transfer from the
Van Ripers to the Brocks, Oct. 1, 1981.

4 To see the different pillar treatments, compdretpgraphs 1 and 2 with 3 and 4, item
“E” in the Appendix. For some comparative viewslod rear of the house see
photographs 2 and 7, item “E” in the Appendix.



house and that was the kitchen. This was torn daveh(we built) a large bedroom, 2
closets, bathroom, staircase up to the attic, astdiecase going down to the kitchen
upstairs, and a large pantry, kitchen, bath, ke latticed porch downstair$” The
Wilson’s were also responsible for the painted eanwvall-coverings still in the living
and dining roomg®

There has been little further modification. Then\Ripers concentrated on basic
restoration of the property, which had been soméweglected during the 1960s. They
installed central heat and air-conditioning dowmsta 1970, the pier and beam
construction lending itself to placement of thethrgpunit and the duct work beneath the
house. They also provided storm windows and wigihg with insulation, but these
were made compatible with the original frame cartton and no special architectural
features were removed, covered or obstruttetiheir only addition to the structure was
the enclosure of a six foot section of the baclkcpdo create a small butler’s pantry
behind the dining room. Two small colored (staingldss windows were added in this
room, and a large colored glass window was ingtalighe front bedroom to replace a
clear glass window. The Brocks have continuede¢hevation and have re-roofed the
house, repaired the outer brick foundations, resittine rear latticework, and authorized
the inclusion of the house within the boundarieBigyfan’s East Side Historical District,
established in 1982. Every effort has been madedent years to see that any
modifications were in keeping with the originalustture as it was developed between
1904 and 1913.

Exterior Characteristics'®

The house is of the Queen Anne Victorian style whtntypical asymmetrical
composition and considerable ornamentation. Tietsiral system of the house is pier
and beam with wood frame walls and an exteriorditagi of horizontal cypress wood
siding, now covered with matching vinyl siding. Mavindows visible from the streets
have operable external storm shutters, also ofesgand original to the house. The
house has always been painted white, but the shutel some trim have at various
times been black or green as well as the presaat bl

The southern facade displays a protruding octagomiat with a shingle tent roof and
finial which rise three and a half stories above ghound-nearly fifty-five feet. This
tower has five double hung 1/1 wood sash windovik sounterweight on its third level
facets, with three at the second level. At thet fevel the three tower windows are

1> Whitson letter, cited in note 3.
8 Thomas Decatur Wilson to Paul P. Van Riper, 2dly1970.

17 Compare photographs 1,2 and 3 with those follgwitem “E” in the Appendix.
18 Based on a technical description of the houspapegl by Michele C. Molnar,

graduate student in Architecture and Historic Rneg®n, Texas A&M University, May
1984.



composed of colored plate glass panels with a fledrs pattern. The turret bay is
enclosed on this level by an encircling porch viith length round columns and a
machine turned balustrade of cypress.

The front entry vestibule on the southern facadeemgrally located and is reached by a
four step stair and capped with a triangular pedimich is supported by two pairs of
composite cypress columns. A sawn wood panekimalineal design motif is
displayed in the triangular pediment. The entrgrdmade of beveled plate glass cased
in heart of pine (as are three of the other foueodoors), is recessed within the covered
entry vestibule. The entry door is complementeamgxcentrically placed elliptical
colored glass window with a fleur de lis designjahhs located to the left of the main
entry door. Directly above the entry vestibula iecessed second story porch (one of
three second story porches, but the only one watbwn roof) framed in wood with
horizontal siding above and shingles below. Thelpencloses a viewing balcony with
a flat arched opening accessed by a wood door.

To the right of the entry vestibule is a projectougular verandah, forming a semi-
detached gazebo, topped with a conical roof andlfisupported by the full length
columns and balustrade, and rising one and a twlés in height. The verandah
encircles a three bay volume with 1/1 wood sastboliung windows flanked by
cypress storm shutters. This three bay volumepsated on the second level. The upper
third of the central window at the first level igalored glass panel whose design
apparently provided the pattern for the garlandsted on the pink canvas of the parlor.
The entire central window panel on the second |lsvelade of richly colored glass in a
highly decorative pattern; this window, from an oldurch in Waco, was added to the
house by the Van Ripers. The corner bays are taxtevith carved wood brackets
supporting an overhanging third floor gable ro@fithin the gable is a small transom
window set in horizontal clapboards and trimmedweécessed verge boards.

The east facade is enclosed by the verandah pacth #at roof on the first level. A
second entry door is located adjacent to a thrgezblame with three full 1/1 double

hung sash windows and a small colored glass winddhe central bay on the first level.
The three bay volume rises two and a half stomesistopped with a protruding gable
roof with carved wood brackets at the gable eridse flat porch roof contains the
second of the three second story porches, thigboee the lower entry door. The porch
is enclosed at the second level with an open madiimed balustrade and encompasses
two full length (down to the floor) 1/1 sash windowith operable storm shutters, both
of which act as a full door to gain access to telp. On the first level, at the point
where the bay volume reaches the main facade phast@all, enclosed pantry and
enclosed lattice porch reveal a rear entry dodre Fantry incorporates two small

colored glass windows. On the flat roof of thetparthe third second floor porch is
enclosed with an open balustrade and accessildeghranother full length

window/door. This window/door as well as anotheulole hung window are flanked

with cypress shutters. Two smaller 1/1 wood sastd@ws are also visible on the second
level just above and slightly outside the porclaar&€he rest of this two story volume



viewed from the northern facade reveals two window$oth the upper and lower
levels, which remain simple and free of any ornatiagm.

The west facade further reflects the two story ma#is four double hung 1/1 sash
windows, two upper and two lower. Immediately adja to this volume a one bay
projecting space with a single large 1/1 sash wintlanked by cypress storm windows
is located on each level. A broken gable roof d¢hfssvolume with a rectangular attic
transom vent appearing in the triangular gablee fEémainder of the west facade is
encompassed by the encircling porch which wrapsratdhe tower mass, with a fourth
entry door at the extreme north end of this porch.

The main body of the house is covered with a |gegked pyramidal roof while the rear
two story volume carries a smaller hipped roof.e Entire roof system is covered with
shingles, wood on the first (porch) level and cosifian on the upper levels. Two large
red brick chimneys with an ornamental crown moigd above the main roof, serving
the four working fireplaces below. The originalnrgutter system is used along the lines
of the roof, lying on top of the roof itself whikeing attached to the wood beneath.
There is a total of forty-four windows. All of ttegerable windows are 1/1 wood sash,
double hung with counter weights. Each of thesalawvs is fitted with an original wood
framed, copper wire screen (patent 1902) whichriggle the window plane on the
interior of the room and slides up and down tovaléccess to the window itself.

Two outbuildings are located to the north of thede The first is as old or older than
the main house and has served as a one room wapkasid tool house. The second,
more distant house was moved onto the property &amighboring lot by the Van
Ripers in 1971 to serve as a small three room eesklfor their son. It was built in the
1940s to help provide housing for soldiers statibaethe then-functioning Bryan Air
Field (194-57) a few miles outside the city.

Interior Features'®

The house contains twelve rooms, three large haliistwo pantries, plus several good-
sized closets not always found in homes of thisaga. The interior has approximately
4,300 square feet of floor space, not counting lpesand attic.

All but one of the interior rooms have more thaarfside walls. The walls and ceilings
are of solid wood, laid horizontally and, for alltihree rooms and part of the upstairs
bath, covered with tacked-on cheese-cloth whiclyiin, is covered with wallpaper or, in
the case of the parlor and dining room, painted/asn The parlor walls are done in the
form of pink panels with flower garlands and ribbat the top of each panel. These
panels are outlined in gilt moulding and framedjieen painted canvas, with the general
effect of what has been termed a “French parldihe dining room walls are a stippled
orange brown with a stenciled border topped bywaisgilt moulding.

19 See the scale drawings of the house, item “RhénAppendix.
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Except for the fireplaces, which are oak, the intevoodwork and doors are heart of
pine, as are the floors. Most of the woodworkasped ivory, but in the downstairs
entry and bed-sitting room the woodwork has beamatl darkish brown and varnished.
In all rooms every floor board runs the full lengththe room; there is no piecing except
in the very long main halls, both of which run o¥enty feet. There are no carpets and
the old flooring, up and down, retains its antigire patina. Only in the two baths, the
kitchen and one pantry are there modern vinyl flomrerings.

There is vertical wainscoting with horizontal maualgs of moderate complexity
throughout the lower entry, the lower halls anddieng room® A neo-classical
archway with half pillars separates the lower efitoyn the main hall. French doors
divide the lower halls and form an entry into thper hall. There are large sliding doors
between the first floor entry and the parlor anthieen the parlor and the dining room.
All exterior and most single interior doors haveualole transoms consisting of a wood
framed pane of glass, the movement controlled imgtal fixture easily reached about
chest high.

The floor of the first level of the tower is raiseab steps to accent the beginning of the
“L” shaped, unusually wide stairway. Above thergarturn of the stairs is a large
colored glass window. Under the lower sectiorhefstairs is a closet for the bed-sitting
room. In an unusual arrangement the flue for titeyenall fireplace runs under the upper
section of the stairs to join the main chimney abthe bed-sitting room fireplace. The
space above the stairs is open to permit a viegatigry from the sitting room above.

As a whole, the stairway system is especially detogr and pleasing. There is a back as
well as front stairway. The stairway to the aliiads to a very large open space, twenty
feet high at the peak of the roof. Flooring forghof the attic was not provided until the
early 1970s.

Upstairs and down the ceilings are eleven andfddet high. There are ten colored
(stained) glass windows, seven of which are origiméhe house; all are in excellent
condition. A majority of the bathroom fixturesclading two clawfoot bathtubs, are
original. The light fixtures are original exceptthe kitchen and back porch. Light
fixtures are mainly brass with various types ofogls, but the “fishbowl” fixtures, each
with four attached lights, in the entry and theinliroom, and the several prism
ornamented fixtures in the parlor are especialyodative. Both the parlor and the
dining room have an unusual curved cornice bouryeagilt mouldings.

That is, the interior as well as the exterior af Home are still largely as the McMichaels
and Wilsons had them designed and built in thesybatween 1904 and 1913. The result
is an unusually authentic and harmonious struaitlnieh has been widely admired.

20 For current views of the entry hall, parlor, digiroom and the stairway, see the color
photographs of item “G” in the Appendix.
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Appendix®

ltems

A Letter from Mrs. Ruth Bryan

B Letter from Mrs. Alice R. Whitson

C Letters from Mrs. Bessie S. Benbow and Mrs. d@fiaham Bobbitt

D Deed records (or portions thereof)
Purchase of land by McMichael
Transfer from Mrs. McMichael to A.F. Wilson
From A.F. Wilson to Mrs. Sammie Wilson
From Susan Wilson to the Van Ripers
From the Van Ripers to the Brocks

E Photographs of the house, old and current
The house shortly after it was built
About 1910

In the late 1950s

Front view, 1984

Southeast corner view, 1984
Southwest corner, 1984

East side and rear, 1984

Nogok,rwnhE

F Scale drawings of the house
1. First floor
2. Second floor

G Interior views of the house in color

Front door to base of tower
Front door to stair and fireplace
Front door to arch in hall

Parlor panels and fireplace
Dining room features

agrwnE

2L Editor's Note: A few, but not all, of theserits are located in the Van Riper
Collection located at the Carnegie History CenfBnere are additional supplemental
materials in that collection as well.



