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MISS WESA WEDDINGTON

Miss Wesa Weddington carved an indelible imprintioanlives of hundreds
of students she taught in the Bryan School Syshiéiss Wesa was with our
school system for over 30 years. She served idulaécapacity of principal
of Bryan High School and head of the foreign laggidepartment. She
carried a full teaching load and administered ttiosl system as principal.
She served as acting superintendent several tintewas offered the job of
superintendent by the school board, but she refushidg the schooboard
she felt it was a position for a man.

| first knew Miss Wesa when | took a first yeaidatourse from her in 1926
when | was a freshman in high school. Miss Wesaah&ldA. degree in
foreign languages from Columbia University, New K @ity. She was
blessed with a great deal of common sense andtvadistianes entirely fair
with students and faculty alike. She had no faesritor did she have a
student or teacher whom she ever discriminatechagdvliss Wesa was
charitable and compassionate and always maintéeediasses with the
utmost decorum. She was an excellent disciplindrvigmever raised her
voice. All of us respected her and | think mostisfoved her. When |
graduated from high school in 1930, | was editothefschool annual and
we dedicated the first volume of the “Broncho” tesBWesa as an
expression of our class’ unlimited appreciatiommef interest in the student
body and services rendered Bryan High School.

| had the privilege of being in the Weddington hoanaumber of times. Miss
Wesa lived with her mother, Mrs. R. L. WeddingttMrs. Weddington was a
daughter of Col. Harvey Mitchell, who was calledh&T Father of Brazos
County". Miss Wesa was, of course, a granddaugiit@ol. Harvey Mitchell.
She adored her mother, brothers and sisters andsand nephews. Some 30
years after | finished high school and was eledtedhe Texas Court of
Criminal Appeals in 1960, | received a wonderfuilde of congratulations from
Miss Wesa which | shall always cherish.
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This great lady established a place in our coumdy,only by her own activities,
but also by inheritance. It is fitting and propeatta historical marker be placed on
her grave on the Mitchell lot in Boonville Cemetery

Sincerely,

W. T. McDonald

WTM/lh



MISS WESA WEDDINGTON

Miss Wesa Weddington as viewed by Mr. George Safadter "Sam"
Crenshaw.

Mr. Crenshaw was with the Bryan Public School Syster over 40 years. He
served as Teacher, Principal of Travis Elementaho8l| and Bryan High
School and retired in August of 1972 as DirectoPefsonnel for the Bryan
Public School System. Mr. Crenshaw died Augusi9B21l

Walter Carl Jones, a former student of Miss WesddWgton, met with Mr. Sam
Crenshaw on several occasions and discussed &i®ns with Miss Wesa over
the years he spent in close association with hehatl nothing but praise~ for
Miss Wesa. She was a lady of high morals which weftected in the standards
she established for herself, her teachers andrgiddiss Wesa commanded
respect from all who came in contact with her,udahg the parents of students
who required severe discipline for acts that cawdtibe tolerated.

The Bryan School Board was not exempt from hertafieciency which was
made evident in 1937 when they offered her thetiposof Superintendent of the
Bryan Public School System. She declined with ttpdasation that she had rather
be Principal and continue teaching. When her Teaded the Principals of the
other Bryan Schools met with her in private to emege her to accept the
position, she informed them she did not think sleld or could command the
necessary cooperation to continue the high stasddreducation she felt the
Bryan School System deserved. In other words, sheat feel that a woman
could furnish the leadership nor receive the coapmr from the male Principals
that she felt was necessary for the outstandingaddystem that she desired.
Remember, this was in 1937 when it was unusual fgoman to even be Principal
of a major high school. Mr. Crenshaw felt that Brgan Public School System
was the loser when Miss Wesa refused to accepabiéion. Miss Wesa did serve
as acting Superintendent during the interim pewbde the School Board
searched for a new Superintendent. Mr. Crenshawpvesent when Hiss Wesa
made the above statement.

Miss Wesa taught Sunday School at the First Preshyt Church in Bryan for
many years. Mrs. Nettie Crenshaw, wife of Sam Grans attended Miss
Wesa's Sunday School class for several years.@desishaw stated that Miss
Wesa was the best Sunday School Teacher she eldvirea Crenshaw agreed
Miss Wesa's examples of leadership, dedicatiorsandce as well as her



achievements most certainly inspired and motivédted/oung women, who
came under her influence, to greater action ancaeiments.

We are all familiar with the story of "The Hand Tltauides Us From The
Grave". This is so true where Hiss Wesa is conckrder influences live after

her and to this day, her teachings truly are ggidnany of her former students'
actions. They will be reflected in our childrentsldren.

Walter Carl Jones
Class of 1942



Miss Wesa Weddington

Having acquired three legitimate college degrebkaye had in the course of
my academic career many teachers; some poor, s@diecne, and only a few
excellent ones. | have long considered the prajaessi teaching to 'be the most
important one; the one which can have the mostemnite on the lives of others to
the end of producing worthwhile human beings.

Of the many teachers | have had | consider Wesddilgton to be
the greatest. | am not alone in this opinion. Mahthe members of my high
school graduating class considered her the singlest influence in their
lives.

She taught Latin and Spanish; but | am sure there many subjects
she could have taught.

She came of pioneer stock, being the granddaughtéarvey Mitchell,
long considered the Father of Brazos County.

He came to Brazos Courftypm Tennessee and founded a
community at old Boonville, where he did everythingn an inn, a
blacksmith shop, taught school and acted as jusfitiee peace.

Miss Wesa made learning a pleasure. Her pupilsdabat they were
learning the rudiments of Latin and Spanish pashjes

When | went to the University of Texas at Austihad two years of
Spanish from her. My Spanish teacher there askedtmehad been my
Spanish teacher in high school. When | told heisdWvesa", she said,
"Her pupils always do wehere”.

A lot is being said these days about discipling @ lack of it, of
teachers being unable to cope with adolescentsiclassroom.

Miss Wesa never had any trouble. At the time sirilssal every day,
she would come through the swinging doors intoiaynoiotous study hall
where students were standing on desks, throwirggesand spit balls,
talking and laughing. The minute Miss Wesa, (oumgpal) walked down
the aisle with her firm tread to the front of tlo®m, to



make last minute announcements, silence reigrtaslad as if she expected
good behavior and would accept nothing else.

She also expected academic excellence. She toldh®e our class
graduated that we were the most unpromising chasiste go forth from
Bryan High School.

However, she was a generous and tolerant sparith& when one of
my classmates many years later, became a cirauit alge, she not only
wrote him a note of congratulations, but called.him

In her personal life she was a woman of the sisigbersonal integrity.
She never allowed personal tragedies to affectdaahing.

More important than her teaching Latin and Spatoder pupils,
was her teaching; them a philosophy of life: h&no

We once read a story in which there e statement—*He who boasts of
his ancestry but admits degeneracy."

Miss Wesa went around the room calling on eachodns to tell
what we thought the statement meant. We had d fanaliscussing each
person's interpretation.

Miss Wesa spent her last days in a Bryan nursomgeh Among her
colleagues in the nursing home was a UniversityliEimgrofessor. The two of
them had many discussions about English poetrywihiey both loved. They
often fell into argument.

When she would call me, | was at that time Directfolhe Bryan Public
Library. Everytime she called me | prayed | wob&lable to answer her question.
Because | knew that was what was expected of rhe.h&d done the ground work
in my education. Now she expected me to pay hkimni.

Hazel Richardson



