
texas A&M Univcrsi ty: A Historfcal Resume - - ..,-- . .. -.-. 

Texas A&M UnJversity was organized by act of the Texas Legislature on 

April 17, 1871, as the State Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, 

' under thc provisions of the Morrill Land-Grant College Act approved by 

President Abrahafi Lincoln on July 2, 1862. Texas A&M College, w i t h  a 

faculty of s i x ,  formally opened to students on October 4 ,  1876, and thus  

becarnc the f i r s t  s ta te  supported institution o f  h ighe r  learning i n  Texas. 

On August 23, 1963, the 58th Texas Legislature changed the namc o f  the 

Agricultural and Mechanical College to Texas A&M University, the "A&M" 

beiny retained as a symbol of a l i n k  w i t h  traditirxn. In 1971, Congress 

recognized Texas A&M University as a Sea Grant College under the authority 

of  the Soa Grant Cal leg@ and Program Act b f  1966. 

'The Morrill Act,  hy which Texas A&M University reccives i t s  desig- 

nation as a Land-Grant ins t i  tutlon,  provided for the "endowment, support, 

and maintenance o f  a t  least  one college ( I n  each s ta te)  where the leading 

object shall be, without excluding other scientific and classical studies, 

and incl udfng military tactics, to  teach such branches of learning as are 

related to agricultural!and to mechanic ar ts  . . ., i n  order to promote 

the 11beral and practical education o f  the industrial classes i n  the 

scveraf pursu-lts and professions o f  l i fe ."  The Sea Grant Colleyc and 

Program Act of 1966, directs the Undversi ty to  provide "training and 

research i n  the fields of marine science, engineering and related dis-  

ciplines." The State of  Texas and other authorizing agencfes have from 

tSn~e to time directed Texas A&M Universjty to administer spccial programs 



i n  education, research, extension and pub1 i c  serv ice inc lud ing the Texas 

Agr l cu l tu ra l  Exper lmnt  Stat ion, Texas Agrlcultural Extension Servlce, Texas 

Engi neerf ng Experiment Statfon, Texas Transportation I ns t1  tute,  Texas 

Engineering Extensfon Service, Texas Forest Service, and Tcxas Vatcrinary 

Medical DlagnostSc Laboratory. 

Governor K i  chard Coke (1 829- 1897) was governor o f  Texas and president 

of the Board of Uirectors o f  the Agr icu l tura l  and Mechanfcal Collegc a t  

t he  tirlle of i t s  openlng I n  1876. Coke was born I n  Wllliamsburg, Vlrg ln la.  

Fle began the pract ice  uf law i n  Waco, Texas, i n  1850. He served i n  the 

Confederate aw, as judge of the Texas Supremc Court, governor o f  Texas, , . G . .  
..'P 

a /,,,*',\ . .5-2 
and U ~ i i t t d  States Senator, The Board o f  Dfrectors elected Thotnar S .  s J. :- , !.c:. - 

GaLt~rfght (1829-1880) the  f i r s t  president o f  the College. He was born t n  

Monroe County. Georgia and servod as president o f  the College Prom 1876- 

A commission created t o  locate  the College accepted tho o f f e r  04 

2,416 acres o f  land frae the c i t i zens  o f  Brazos County a t  a s i t e  some four 

miles south of Bryan, Texas, i n  June 1071. The f i v e  tracts of land trans- 

Terred t o  the College through t he  agency o f  Harvey Mitchell, represenl lng 

the c i  t i  rens o f  Rrazos County, included three tracts o f  102 acres, 40 

acrcas, and 838 acres respect ive ly  belonging to Harvey Mitche l l ;  one tract 

o f  1.226 acres owned by J. Frederick Cox, and one t r a c t  of 210 acres, the 

property o f  Rebecca Rcctor and Nelson W. Rector. The deeds are recorded 

i n  the Deed Records o f  Brazos County, volutne M. Over the years, acquisi- 

t'ions of property by the Board o f  Directors have increased the s ize  of the 

main campus a t  College Station t o  5,142 acres, 



Text*:: A & M  U n i v e r s j .  l.y h a s  p r o v i d e d  T e x : t s  i i nd  t h c  n a t i o n  

1 aii i) .crship in war rlnd j.n p e a c e .  Di1r.i  ng 'World War 11, 20,000  

.A&Y mcrs s r r * v e ? d  i n  t h c  miliLtr.ry. O f  thcse, 1)1,000 w e r e  corn- 

.AtM Univrr:;.i l;y has  nvsrded , n.:; o f  lg 'fl l  , more t h a n  66,000 

ncaderuic i f eg rean ,  j n c l u d i ~ l g  more t h a n  3 ,000 d o c t o r s l e t : ,  and 

t i ?  rno!;.l; 3.U , O O i )  at Lhe mnntcr  ' 5 l e v  e l .  T h e  I loordi .nnt ing Boa rd ,  

'I1exn.n College arid 1Jnivarni.i.y Sys tem,  hat: :inn+ gncd s p e c i r i c t b l l y  

ti) T e x a s  A L M  . I .cc?dcrslr ip aL n.'l l . I c v c i s  for A g r i c u l l ; u r c ,  Enfl ineer-  

i a e ,  Art :? - i . i . l .es+ .~~ ,~c ,  S c i e n c e ,  V e t s r i . v a r y  Medicine, T,i 'bernl Arts, 

I I l e x a v  ABM I y n i v c r o i t y  is a c c r c d : i t e d  by and i s  a m e m b e r  of 

t,bc: UouChern A ~ ~ : ; o c i n t . i o n  o r  C u l l e g e n  and S c h o o l s  arid Lht? An- 

s o c l  n . r J  on 0;' T2xsa Co? 1 C ~ C G  nnct Univcrsil ; :I .eo.  C u r r i c u l a  and 

d e g r e e  prngrams a r e  a l s o  n . c c r c d i t e 8  by a p y r o p r i n t c  prolesuivrial .  

Yexars A k M  T J I I  ivaraity will 1107 (1 1 t a n  c c n t c n n l a l  ( r e 1  e b r n t )  on 

c:ommcm~rf~tirzy :A, c:ent.ury of s e r v i c e  t o  t h c  p e o p l e  o.f Texas and 

I . hc  U a i t  ed  :ilrrl.e?:: i n  conj I J U C  L i o n  w f t h  t h c  Arncr ic : t r r r  Biccnt c n n i a l  

C u l  e1,rnt.i o n a  i t u r i r r g  t h c  ca l endar  y e i ~ ~ .  1 9 7 6 .  It i s  t;u cummemo- 

r a t e  !.hi !r ' h i  a t c r r l c  ucc:r!:i on t h a t  Texas AbcM I Jn- lvcra i ty  desires 
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I'I:W\S ARM UNIVCRSITY - HISTORICAL MARKER (Suppl mrentary Data) 

( I )  Date when thc ay r i cu l  tura l  extension service was s e t  up a t  I\&M. 

A Mcnioranduin o f  Understanding w i th  the Uni ted States Dcpartrnent 
of Agr icul ture under thc  terms o f  thc  Smith-Lever Act (1974) was 
ap(.jrovcd by the Texas A&M Board o f  Directors on June 29, 1 9 4 .  The 
D l  rectors named Cl arence Ousl ey d l  rector  o f  Agrf cul tu ra l  Extension on 
August 25, 191 4, The Texas I.egf s l  eturc accepted the terms o f  the 
Smith-Lever Act on January 2 9 ,  1915, naming Texas ARM the administra- 
Live agency and rec ip i en t  of fedcral  funds. 

Ex lension work a t  Texas A&M, howevcr , pre-da ted the Sml th-Lever 
Act, the A&M Colt cge having completed a Memorandum o f  Understanding 
w i t h  the Bureau o f  P lant  Industry, LJSDA, on October 1, 1912. 

(2 )  Summary o f  A&M's pionecr'ing I n  animal health. 

Vttcrinul-y Science became a regul ar course o f  ir~struct i on a t  Texas 
A8M in 1879. Mark Francrs was the  f i r s t  t ra ined veter inar ian t o  j o i n  the 
facul Ly i n  1888, as head o f  thc newly created Uepartnient o f  Veterinary 
Science, end veterinarian o f  tpe Agrlcul t u ra l  Expcrirnent Stat ion or-  
gani zcd i n  1888. Mark Francis' ploneerlny work i n  discovering the causes 
and prevention o f  Texas Fever have earned him the cp l thet  " father o f  thc 
1 axas ca L t ' l  e industry . I '  Texas A M l  establ 1 shed the School (now (:oil cge) 
o f  Veterinary Mcdic'ine i n  1916, undcr the d i rec t ion  of Dr.  Mark Francis, 
Texas ARM'S College o f  Vetcrlnary Medicinc has t ra ined Texas vcterinarians 
s i n c ~  t h a t  t ime,  and j t s  s t n F f  has contr ibuted s ign l f l can t l y  t o  the control 
ol: anthrax, black leg, tetanus, rables, and hog cholera. The College has 
pioneered I n  rnany facets u f  animal surgery, and overal l  has had a profound 
inlpact on the Taxas l i v e s t o c k  industry. 

(3 )  Extensiveness o f  A&M's contr ibutiorts t o  the Texas llighway De arkrnent 
v'tq - 5oP 

Arrthorired by the F i f t y - f  i r s t  Texas 1.egisl ature, estnbl i shing Texas 
A8M as the research agency of the Texas Highway Departmnt, the I n s t i t u t e  
obtains i n d i r e c t l y  a pol icy-making ro l e  i n  the regulat ion and control  of 
Tcxas transports t i  on, p a r t i  cu1 arl y I n  regard t o  highway construction spcci - 
f ica t ions and highway design and t r a f f i c  enyincering. Texas ARM'S i n -  
vof vemcnl i n  t rar lsportat ion research dates back t o  191 4, when highway 
experlnentatlon was begun i n  the College's enginaering laborator-ies. 
Located a t  the Texas A&M Research Annex, t h c  I n s t i t u t e  operates f i e l d  
of f ices,  inc f  uding a surve i l  lancc arid rcsearch control  center on the Gulf 
Freeway in tiouston and a computerized t r a f f f c  control  center  on North 
Central Expressway i n  Dal las.  Work a t  the Annex i s  conducted on pdving 
I I I ~ I  tern; n 15 and highway dcslgn, s t ruc tu ra l  research, t r a f f i c  con I:ro6l. and 
nu kwnobll c! Impact and safety rneilsurerr~ents. Since i t,s foundbing i n  1950. 
the  l exas Transportation l n s t i  t u t e  has become one o f  the nios I; important 
pub1 ic-service operations of thc Uni vcrsS ty. 



(4)  A&Mbs position as headquarters for Lhe statewide Agricultural and 
Meclhanical College Systent, if that; i s  s t i l l  i n  force, i f  not in 
farlce whcn was i t  invalidated? 

The Texas A&M University Systatrt i s  i n  effect  and i s  coniposed of 
Texas AlGM University, Texas Agricul turill Experiment Stnti on, Texas 
Ayricul t u  r a l  Extension Service, Texas Engi n e c r i  tlg Experf rr~ent StatSon 
and Tcxas Transportation Institute, Texas Engineering Extension S ~ r v i c e ,  
Moody Go1 lcge o f  Marine Sciences and Mari tlme Resources and Texas 
Mar i  I-i~ne Acade~ny (Gal veston), l'arleton Stotc U11iversi ty  (Stephcnvf I l e )  
Prair ie  View A&M University (Prair ie  View), Texas Forest Service, and 
Tcxas Veterinary Medical Diagr~ostic Laburatory. a l l  under the adrnlnf s- 
Lr -a t ivc  supervis ion o f  t h o  Roiard of Regents, Texas A&M University. 

(5) What i s  A&MLs ruling board? 

Board of Regents, Texas A&M University. (Styled Board of Dircctors, 
1876-1 975, ) 

(6)  How many colleges are  now I n  the unlversity? 

Texas A&M University comprises; eleven cal leger . -incl udf ng: 

Col 1 cge of Engineering 
Col 1 eye o f  Gensciences 
Cull egc nf Education 
Col lcye of Mcdlcine 
College o f  Agriculture 
Cvllegc o f  l iberal Arts 
Col lcge of  Bus'iness Admi nstration 
Col 1 cge o f  Scicnce 
Col 1 eye of Architecture and Envi ronrnental Design 
Col 1 ege of Veterlnary Mcdi c i  ne 
Graduate Col 1 ege 

( 7 )  Where are  the campuses other than tha t  a t  Bryan, including the campus 
fo r  the Sea Grant Col lcge? 

Moody College o f  Marine Sciences arld Maritlme Resources and Texas 
Milri tinw Academ-y -- Gal ves tun 

Tarleton SLate University - Stephenvi 1 l e  
Prairie View A&M Ilniversi.ly - Prairie View 

The Sea Grant College designation, as docs the Land Grant Call cge 
designation, appl ies to  the overall programs o f  Texas A&M Univorsi ty 
and i t s  var.ious marf ne related centers and laboratories. 

(8) When d id  coeduca t i  on bcgin a t  A&M? 

Ethyl llutson whu attended classes f o r  two years beginning i n  1893 as 
il "lecture student" was the f i r s t  wornan t o  attend Texas A&M. but  she 
rcceived 110 credits toward degree. Her s i s t ~ r s ,  Sophie and Mary completed 



stuttles In C:iv-Tl Engineclrlny i n  1903, and were awarded certificates o f  
corrjpletion b u t  no degree, A number of women attended as lecture students 
for the next decade. I n  1909 the Texas Legislature authorized reglllar 
summer sesslons for the A&M Co1 Tcge, open to both sexes. Exceptlons t o  
the "male-only" policy for regular sessions occurred periodically. About 
lhirty wornen were enrolled as regular students .In 1925, one of who111 was 
awarded a degree. From 1925 until 1963 no wanen attended as special or 
regular students. In 1963, the Board of Directors opened admissions t o  
include wives o r  daughters o f  enrol'led students or  faculty nleltrbers. or 
womcn pursulny studies not ava i  lable a t  other state-supported schools . 
A1 'I wo~ner~ could enroll i n  graduate studies. The administration f o l  lowed 
an increasingly lenient pol icy o f  admission untfl in 1971, the Board 
estahl lshetl a f ~ 1 1  coeducational policy admitting a l l  trcen and wmnen to 
J'I I academic studies without regard to race, craed, color, sex, ethnic 
origin, religion or unrelated physical or mental handtcaps. 


