Dedication
of the

Steele's Store Community
Historical Marker

Sunday, October 11, 1992




i

Anglo settlement in this area can be
traced to 1851. Henry B. Steele built
a general merchandise store in 1855
to serve residents of the rural com-
munity, originally called Mudville
because of frequent Brazos River
floods. The store became the center
of the community, and when a post
office was established there in 1878
the settlement was renamed Steele's
Store.

Italian immigrants, primarily from
the provinces of Trapani and
Palermo, began settling here in the
1870's.  Many of the families
established large farms, and by the
early 20th century the Italian
community here was one of the
largest in the United States. A
one-room schoolhouse built in 1889
was later replaced with larger
structures as the population grew.
The school eventually was
consolidated with the Brazos County
Independent School District.

Predominately Roman Catholic, the
settlement was served by priests
from St. Anthony's Church in Bryan
until 1903, when San Salvador
Catholic Church was built. The
church became the focal point of the
community, with traditional Sicilian
celebrations held each March to
honor St. Joseph. Many descendants
of the area's pioneer Italian families
still reside in the vicinity. —-1992)
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Dedication
of the
Steele's Store Community
Historical Marker

Sunday, October 11, 1992
10:00 a.m.

Welcome
Charles Schultz
Chairman, Brazos County
Historical Commnission

Invocation
The Honorable Carolyn Ruffino
Judicial Judge
361st District of the State of Texas

Presenter
Rosemary DePasquale Boykin

Representing Brazos County
Historical Commission

Unveiling of Marker
Knights of Columbus
4th Degree Color Guard
Bishop Gallagher Assembly

Acceptance
Don Angonia
Representing Steele’s Store Community

Blessing
The Honorable Carolyn Ruffino

Light refreshments will be served.
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Steele's Store Cotton Gin

The following families contributed
to the purchase of the marker:

Mr. and Mrs. Joe C. Patranella, Sr.
Mr. Charles Marco Patranella
Mr. and Mrs. Don DePasqual

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin C. Boykin, Jr.

Cover photograph: Steele's Store
School House
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Sandy Point Road

1

Steele s Store
(Mudville)
Marker

To Bryan
_>

Smetana

=t
To

Caldwell

50

Steele's Store (Mudyville) Marker
Location: 10 mi. SW of Bryan on

FM 50, 2.4mi. from SH 21/FM50
intersection.

Note: Since seating is not available,
you may wish to bring folding chairs.
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