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Many black citizens settled in Brazos County assalt of slavery. In
1864 there were 2,013 slaves in Brazos Countynduhis time period
formal education did not exist. Formal educationdflacks began in Brazos
County in 1871 as a result of the passage of tiid8chool Act of 1871.

Education for black citizens, who resided in thes§uare mile area
which now constitutes the A&M Consolidated Schodtbict of College, in
the late 1800’s and at the beginning of the 1900&s provided by a
network of small area schools. In 1910 there V@& buildings in which
black schools were located throughout Brazos Coumtyenty-two of the
buildings were rented and seventeen were ownelléogublic. Many were
small 1-4 room buildings and were often locatedrimear black churches.
The scholastic enumeration papers submitted t&thie Education Agency
by the A&M Consolidated School District noted thédck students were
attending schools at Shirock, Union Hill, Wellbo@ygllege Independent,
and Dowling and ProvidenéeOne hundred twenty-seven students attended
classes at the various black schools in the A&M sotidated School
District in 1923"

In 1928 black schools located in the A&M ConsadiethSchool
District included Peach Creek, Sulphur Springs,|déeh, Shirock, Dowling
and Providence, Union Hill, Washington Chapel, @udlege Hills> For the
next 15 years the number of students attending&tagrew steadily and by
1938, 246 students were attending classes. Alexfe schools were
elementary schools. The A&M Consolidated Schogaltiat which did not
have a black high school had an agreement witBtien Independent
School District to allow students to attend KemgliHBchool in Bryan. The
tuition fees for students who attended Kemp Highdstwere paid for by
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the A&M Consolidated School District. The distradso provided a bus for
transportation to Bryan for the studefits.

In the 1930s the number of black students thahd#d high school in
the district steadily increased, and as well ast® of tuition and
transportation for the students to Kemp High Sch@d a result of these
continuing rising costs and in an effort to provamore comprehensive
education to the black scholastic population ofdistrict, discussions
pertaining to constricting a black high schoolttoe school district began.
On January 8, 1941, the A&M Consolidated Board rfstees initiated
discussions about the need for a black high sandbk District.
Arguments for the construction of a high schooluded: the significant
savings over time in tuition and transportationtgpand encouraging more
area students to attend high schodlhe board decided to build facilities for
a black high school in College Station. A bondctts was held on March
29, 1941, to acquire capital for building this ssh@among other projects.

The site was selected for the school and fivesawere purchased
from the Matthew and Fanny R. Davis estate forstima of $100 per acre.
The site which was located at the southwesternlianiys of College Station
Is now bordered by Eleanor and Holleman streelansHor the school
progressed rapidly and the school opened its doothe 1941-42 academic
year. Initially, the school consisted of a builglicontaining six classrooms,
a principal’s office, and a homemaking cottage.

A curriculum for the black high school, which wagially known as
A&M Consolidated Negro School, was adopted. Cauegmroved by the
school board included: English, History, Negrotbiig, Practical
Arithmetic, Elementary Science, Vocational Agricué, Industrial Shop,
Home Economics, Defense Training Work, and Traifiorgadult maids:
E. M. Cunningham was selected as the principathferschool. Mr.
Cunningham also served as the Vocational Agriceltaacher; other faculty

® A&M Consolidated School District, School Boardrvies, 1938.

" A&M Consolidated School District, School Board Mtes, January 8, 1941.
8 A&M Consolidated School District, School Board Mies, March 31, 1941.
® A&M Consolidated School District, School BoardrMies, May 8, 1941.

19 Lincoln Center in College Station: Essentialrmts of Programming for
Minorities,” page 16, Texas Recreation and Parke®pc

11 A&M Consolidated School District, School Boardrdies, June 24, 1941.



members were They Myrtle Owens, Edna Harris Yaridilje A Yarrow,
A. J. Thompson and Ruth Cunningham.

Elementary schools located within College Statamwvell as those
from outlying areas, were moved to the new sch@ades 1-11 were
established in 1941 and grade 12 was added theyeaxt The first
graduates from the new school received their dippm 1942. They were
Lola V. Robison, O. B. Townsend, Ethel Mae Eatolayéhce Burrell, Dan
McGill, and Dora Jewel Townsend.

The school continued to flourish and expand. 945Lit was noted in
a serial published ifhe Battalion that the black school for College Station
had a budget of $15,000 annually. It employeder@hers and 296 children
attended school that yeHr.A small plot of additional land located one
block from the original school site was purchasedfEdward V. and
Birdie Beatrice Hrdlicka on October 13, 1945 fo0$6. This land was
designated to be used as a football and athleld for A&M Consolidated
Negro School.

On June 13, 1946 the name of the school was cddnga A&M
Consolidated Negro School to Lincoln SchddMillie A. Tarrow was
named as the school new principal. In 1947 thea¥ional Agriculture and
Industrial Shop class under the guidance of theatfocal Agriculture
teacher expanded the shop building by buildingdfit@nal room™> The
material for this project was acquired by dismaugtibuildings at the old
Minter Springs school site.

Attendance at the school grew rapidly and citizsfithe city were
concerned about the school cramped facilities.ci8pations for anew High
School Building on the Lincoln campus were drawd aanbmitted by R. G.
Schneider, Architect and Engineer, on Decembe®48%® This building
endeavor was a portion of an overall expansion&AConsolidated
facilities in 1948. In February 1949, C. L. Andiewas awarded the
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building contract for the four-classroom buildin@pieh was to be located
west of the elementary school buildiHg.

Lincoln School served as the social hub of Coll8taion black
community and at least for a short period of tim@apiritual meeting
place. The College Station Church of Christ retpeeand received
permission from the school board to use rooms ercédmpus as a meeting
place on Sunday mornings, Sunday evenings, and ¥gddy or Thursday
nights In return the congregation agreed to reisdtine school district for
the utilities costs and any additional janitoriahsces required®

The Lincoln campus growth continued in an efforbetter serve the
community. The construction of tennis courts fe Lincoln campus was a
topic of discussion by school board members dutiegspring of 1950.

This proposal was approved by the A&M Consolida@etiool Board in
May 1950™° Expansion of the school continued throughoutl®®0’s. The
A&M school board discussed future constructionlfimcoln campus
throughout the fall of 1950. On June 14, 1951sliax an industrial arts
shop and science building were taken and the Imgjldias completed in
April 19522°

A number of milestones and events occurred innghtiincoln
School in 1953. In January, bids for the constomcdf a Gymnasium were
opened. The specifications for the gymnasium ohetuthe requirement of
piers for future expansion of the building and rd@mmconstruction of a
stage and dressing rooffisPublic School Week in 1953 was observed at
the school with festivities that included a radrogram and an open house.
Progress on the establishment of a library forstteool continued
throughout 1952 and 1953. On September 4, 19580ln School was
accredited by the State Department of Educdfion.
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As the focal point of the community grew the peddy of the
school developed. The school colors were purptiegamtd and the mascot
chosen for the school was the panther. The sahotib was, “Forward
forever, backward never,” and their school song,w&s Lincoln
High.”

O’ Lincoln High

O’ Lincoln High we love you true.
We love the purple and gold too.
To you we will always be true.

O’ Lincoln High how we love you.
The purple and gold mean much to me.
Let’s try to keep our colors true,

We pledge a better school to be,
O' Lincoln how we love you.

As the school grew the area that could be usea ashletic field was
found to be inadequate In 1956 discussions coimggr possible trade of
80,000 square feet of property owned by the sctiistilict with a 120,000
square feet parcel owned by the Hrdlicka h&irShe land trade was
completed on February 11, 1957. A&M Consolidated plae Hrdlicka
estate $10.00 for the additional square foofAgehis trade allowed the
athletic fields to be located adjacent to the sthad to be more readily
accessible to students. Expansion of the schatiraeed with the addition
of a homemaking cottage. Bids for the constructibthe homemaking
cottage were announced on July 17, 1856.

Discussions on plans for integration of the A&MrfSolidated School
District began on June 15, 1986 This was the first of a series on ongoing
meetings and seminars on the subject. It was ddd¢madopt a “wait and
see attitude? In the early 1960s the A&M Consolidated Indeperide
School District received notice that the Nationak@ciation for the
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Advancement of Colored People was requesting imatedntegration of
College Station schools. The plan for integraadopted by the school
district was a stair step method.

Under this plan the black elementary grades wbealfused with
white elementary grades one grade at a time. Exeaya new grade would
leave Lincoln and become integrated. Attendandenabln became
voluntary. Two of Lincoln’s teachers were reasesijto ASM
Consolidated High School and several white teachers relocated to
Lincoln. Teachers for special education and spé&aatht at both schools.
By 1965 grades one and two had been phased intd&NeConsolidated
school system.

On January 20 1966 a fire at Lincoln School wa®ered to the
Texas A&M University Fire Department. At the tirthee fire started an
adult education class was being held in one obthielings. The fire
department was notified at 7:45 p.m., however itis¢ truck did not leave
the fire station for 15 minutes. A second anddtiiuck were dispatched 10
minutes latef® These delays were unexplained in all existingiduents.
The trucks were also hampered in reaching théfirarge crowds that
gathered to watch the fire. The fire, whipped ghhwinds, was well
established by the tune the firefighters reachedstene. Once the
firefighters arrived, the blaze was contained iowtan hour and no deaths
were reported. The ten classroom high school img|grincipal’s office,
teachers’ lounge and library were destroyed. Bagjsl that were not
damaged included the gym, two classrooms, auditgrassembly hall,
homemaking cottage, cafeteria building, scienceraory, and industrial
arts shop. The damage to the Lincoln School compbes estimated at
$65,0000 and displaced 100 studéntdhe majority of records and
documents pertaining to the school were destrayela fire. The cause of
the fire was never determined. Although it was sfsed that the fire may
have been set to force integration to occur morektyy®® a search of the
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local newspaper revealed a number of mysterioas firere set by an
unknown arsonist during that time peritd.

High school students were transferred to A&M Caidsed High
School. The 38 students in grades three, fourfigsadeturned to class at
Lincoln the Monday following the fire. Grades seeven, and eight also
attended Lincoln School, but reverted to a departateed program with a
seven period day. These lower grades remainedaln due to space
limitations at the other schools in the Consolidaggstem. Teachers from
the school were reassign&d.

At the end of the 1965-66 school year, Lincolme$ were shut and
the remaining students were integrated into therod&M Consolidated
schools. The school Board decided that it wadesaible to rebuild the
burned facilities.

In 1967, the City of College Station discussed tvdoalld be done
with city property that was adjacent to Lincolnn sformal agreement was
made by the city and school district to temporangg the school property as
a city park®® The buildings remained unused, except for thasional
gatherings of small church groups. In 1968, the@sthoard agreed to lease
the land and facilities at Lincoln to the city foperiod of 10 years. The
City Council directed the Parks and Recreation Cdtamdevelop detailed
plans for the property and buildings.

In 1969 the College Station Parks and Recreatfiiices were located
at Lincoln. The facilities were used for contingieducation classes and
served as a neighborhood recreation center. @itygoly adjacent to the
school was used for an all purpose sports fielde fomemaking cottage
served as the Parks and Recreation DepartmenteQifid the industrial arts
shop was converted into a shop for the departfient.
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The property was renovated and restored in 1972978, the city
bought the land from the school district and tralifees were entirely
refurbished. On June 6, 1980, the Lincoln Centes wfficially dedicated
and began to serve as a tribute to the schoobtied stood on the site.
Lincoln Center serves as a home for many commuaaitiyities, the local
Boys and Girls Club, a senior outreach program, umization program, and
an emergency management site.

The memories and influence of Lincoln School remaihe Lincoln
school trophies are displayed at the Center. Tiheoln Former Students
Association was formed in 1982. The associatidmnclvis comprised of
students who attended Lincoln School, holds bidmeimions. The
association activities include providing scholapshior black students and
preservation of the history heritage and memoridsracoln School.
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