Harvey Mitchell

Unknown Researcher

€.1965

(Editor's note: Documentation in the files of thex&s Historical Commission
concerning this marker consists of several pagésodwritten research notes.
These notes are typed as found, with footnote$ipgiiaphy and supplemental
materials added by the Editor. Three separateesuare cited.)

Texas: Brazos River Valley Recorgp 28, 57

P. 28: Harvey Mitchell, d. Jan. 9, 1901; aged &8rg, 8 mos., 18 days.

P 57: [reproduction of newspaper clipping, no ddtieo name one of the new
dormitories to be erected at the A&M College ‘MigtihHall’ in honor of the later
Col. Harvey Mitchell, it occurs td he Eagle would be but a just tribute... It was
due more to his efforts than to any other one mapgerhaps any half dozen men,
that the A&M College was located in Brazos Countife. could truly be called
the ‘Father of Brazos County.” The growth, theelepment and the prosperity of
this, his home county, were his constant thoughdsgreatest ambition ...."

Biographical Souvenir of the State of Tex@icago: F. A. Battey & Co., 1889, p
6017

The subject of this sketch ranks among the firglesse of Brazos County, Texas.
He was born in Giles County, Tennessee, April8211 He died January 9,

1901 at age 79 years, 8 months, 18 days. Hisrfathmes Mitchell, was born in

Virginia, but when an infant his parents moved t€ Nwhere he lived until quite a

!Texas. BrazosRiver Valley Records, Daughters of the American Revolution. James Blair
Chapter (Corsicana, Texas).

2 Biographical Souvenir of the State of Texas, F. A. Battey & Co. Chicago, 1889.



young man, when he moved to Tenn. For severakykanes was justice of the
peace of Giles County, Tenn. He came to Texa8%® hnd died in 1856. His
wife, whose maiden name was Jane Henry, was bdrimaoln County, NC in
1782.... [She] was married to James Mitchell ca 188be died in 1860.

Harvey Mitchell was reared to 18 years of agasbhthplace. His parents
then bade him goodbye and he came to Texas whefeuioyears he spent a life
of excitement and peril in the frontier. Followitlgs he located in Boonsville
(sic), Texas, then the county seat of Brazos CouHgre he resided until 1860,
when he moved to Bryan, his present home. A pigagminiscence is recalled
by many who knew Harvey in his younger days. #agl that in the early history
of Brazos County when the people were too pooiliotpe salaries requisite for
incumbents to fill the various county offices, Hayvacted as county judge,
treasurer, tax collector, and superintendent ofiputstruction, also postmaster.
Dating from the period of his advent into Brazosu@ty, Mr. Mitchell has been
untiring and assiduous in his efforts to develog famther the interests of this
portion of the Lone Star State.

A lasting memorial of this fact is the State Agitaral and Military College,
located about 5 miles from Bryan. At the time wities legislature was looking for
a suitable location upon which to establish th&ditntion, they appointed a
committee to investigate and report the most delgrsite in the State; also to
learn what inducements would be offered by theowsrinterested counties.
Several of the larger cities of Texas were desiadisecuring this prize as such it
was deemed to be, and many were the liberal offemsoney and appropriations
of land for buildings and farm purposes.

Mr. Mitchell conceived the idea that to secure thuch coveted trophy for
Brazos County would result in a decided social famghcial benefit to its
inhabitants. Pursuant with this idea, a meeting egdled in Bryan and Judge
Mitchell was one of three gentlemen selected tot itieecollege committee and
negotiate with them. As a result of his sagacdggether with an over abundance of
energy and perseverance, the preference was giv@rmarzos County and today
this magnificent structure, with its beautiful gnals and acres of well-cultivated
farm lands, is one of the most complete schooisdind in the United States.



In 1848, Judge Mitchell married Miss Arthuisa,aughter of John Foley, a
native of Tennessee. Five children are now livirgfferson T., Arthuisa J., Alice,
Fannie, and James. On tH&@ay of June 1885, Mrs. Mitchell died and was tiirie
in Boonsville (sic) Cemetery. Judge Mitchell is addn.... He was one of the
organizers of Ivanhoe Commandry of Bryan.

Indian Wars & Pioneers of Texdsy John Henry Brown, pages 593-595.

Harvey Mitchell was born April 9, 1821 near Corndlte, Middle Tennessee. At
age 18 he joined other young men and came to Texasesided at old
Tinninville, Robertson County, fall of 1839. Thdre joined Captain Eli
Chandler's company of “Minute Men,” and remainedromtier military service
under Chandler and Capt. Wm. M. Love until Jandary842.

While not in the woods on duty, Harvey Mitchellssamployed by the few
families in Tinninville to teach school during 1840 1841 he was similarly
employed by Major Eli Scales and neighbors on Cé&ulaek (now in Brazos
County.)

Tinninville at that time was military headquartéss all operations between
the Trinity and Brazos.... There was not a singldized human habitation north
of it in Texas.... The service to which Mitchell befjed consisted in periodical
excursions from river to river in search of Indimarauders and in pursuit of them
when they raided.

“Brazos County having then been created, by itienaMr. Mitchell moved
to Boonville, January 1, 1842, to take charge 6tefof County Clerk or deputy
and amanuensis and do all the work for all thentpoaofficials.” Mitchell also
hired out to the Carter family to teach school2(.$0 a month, to augment his
earnings.

1845, he turned the school over to Miss Cartegrwhe had educated. He
went into mercantile business. 1848, as CountykCMitchell issued his own
marriage license, and until 1853, ran all counfices. Then others took over and

3 Indian Wars & Pioneersof Texas, John Henry Brown, L.E. Daniell, Austin, Texad,836.



Mitchell moved to ‘Red Top’ (now Benchly [sic]).aker he was appointed
Assessor of Confederate State Taxes, and movedib&onville in 1863.

From about 1865 to 1879: Mitchell lived on thgedf Boonville on a
large estate, in a beautiful home he built. In9LB& lost his home through
proceedings against friends whose notes he haddigh880: He bought a small
farm on the Navasota River. Through friends, nya@ally M. Bryan, Jr., Mitchell
got back on his feet and eventually owned 1,008sacr

In course of years, he built the three first coouises of Brazos County:
First, 1846 — the “Board Shanty Courthouse”.... $€cd853 — “a more
pretentious courthouse....” Third, 1878 — the baoklirthouse in Bryan....

He was elected at different times: Chief Just@aynty Clerk, County
Surveyor....

1842 — 1853: Mitchell had charge of all publiclaves; and “there being no
lawyer in the county was the man on whom the pedepended to write deeds,
bonds, contracts, petitions and reports for adnmatisr and guardians, and to
officiate as preacher at weddings, etc., all ofoktie did gratuitously....:

Harvey Mitchell built the Methodist church now B8 in Bryan, donating
$500 of its cost and lending $500 more to finist aeat it. Previously he had
built Alexander Chapel (first church edifice eveiilbin the county) for the
Methodists; and Union Chapel for the PresbyterianBonated to all churches in
Bryan when first built.... Also to other public buihgs....

“But his crowning joy is over his successful effor securing the location in
his county of the Agricultural & Mechanical CollegéTexas. It was the highest
ambition of his life. He was fully impressed with importance as a source of
revenue to his people for all time to come....



The State Senator from the district in which Bsea@ounty is situated, Hon.
W. A. Sayles, Judge Spence Ford and Mr. Mitchetievgelected to meet with the
commissioners... and if possible secure the awardidgel Ford did not go and
Mr. Sayles went on to Galveston, leaving Mr. Mititladone (in Houston) to
wrestle with powerful competitors for the awardanSA\ntonio, Austin, Waco and
other prominent and wealthy points....

He managed to learn what bonus his people would twaraise.... He wired
Mayor Donavan for instructions, and waited for plyebut none came.... Nerved
with the excitement of desperation, he resolveactoon his own responsibility and
proceeded to write out a bid offering the necesbanus which was accepted on
condition that he would have perfect title to taed (2250 acres which he had
previously shown them) presented within 48 hoursuith the help of other
citizens,... the money was raised, the lands bougghtdeeds to same secured and
delivered to the commissioners within the time dpet’. ...
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INDSAN WARS AND
aurgeon in the Confederste army during the war
betwesn the States, when Gen, Magruder com-
manded In Texas. Among other signal services Lo
thie Confederate cause he aided in passing large
guantities of arms, ammunition snd moch needed
medical stores into the country.

In the Maz Revolution in 1876, be espoused thal
cause, and was a staunch supporter sod friend of
Gen. Disx, He was commissioned s surgeon in
the Mexican army, and served as chief surgeon of
the Military Hospital at Matamoros from 1878 to
1882, ppder Gen. Servando Canales.  During this
period be rendered importasl guaranline services
to both the United States aod Mexico. He has
gerved Texas as a Stote health officer, and has also
been an officer of the National Board of Health.
His eminent and faithfol public services ended in
1882, since which time he has quietly practiced his
profession, and devoted much of his time to the
care of bis landed and stock intereats.

Dr. Combe is president of the Medical Examin-
ing Board of his district, has been president of the
Brownsville and Matamoros Medical Association,
once an important, gseful and prosperous organizs-
tion, and bas served his city ss & member of its
board of Aldermen.

He married, May 15th, 1863, Miss K. M. Impey,
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& step-danghter of the Hon. Stephen Powers of
Brownsville,

She was & lady of broad intellectual culture and
soeial accomplishments. She was n daughter of
Frederick Impey, 2 merchant of New Orleans,
where she was born,  Five sons bave been born of
this union, viz.: Frederick J. Combe, M. T).,
Charles B., Jr.; Frank B., Dr. Joseph K., and
Emile B. Combe,

The life of Dr. Cowbe has been s busy and nse-
ful one snd coonected with many ineidents that
have largely made up the most thrilling part of the
history of the southwestern portion of the State.
He Is quiet and vnassaming in manner and is
esteemed as ome of Brownsville's most worthy
citizens. Daring the yellow fever epidemic of
1882, Dr. Combe dislinguished himself by the
promptitude with which be disgnosed the early cases,
and his beroic conduct generally throoghout the
epidemic, He was in constant communication with
Surgeon-Gen. J. B. Hamilton, of the nked States
Marine Hospital Service, Washington, T, C., who
complimented him for hiz services. Dre. Combe
enjoys not only the confidence and esteem of his
fellow-citizens of Brownsville and the members
of his profession, bat has thousanda of friends and
admirers thronghout Texas and Mexico.

HARVEY MITCHELL,

BRYAN,

Was born April 9th, 1821, near Corpersville, Mid-
dle Tennessee, and was brought up on a farm. His
education was limited to a common echool course,
an his father was not able to send him off to college.
At the age of eighteen be joined & company of
young men and came to Texas overland with emi-
grani wagons, réaching old Tioninville, Robertson
County, in the fall of 1839, where he joined Capt,
Eli Chandler's company of ** Minute Men ** and
remained in the fromtier military service under
Capts. Chandler and Wm. M. Love, until Januwary
1at, 1842,

When not in the woods oo duby during this
period, he was employed by the few families at
Tinninville, to teach school doring 1840, and waa
aimilarly employed by Maj. Eli Seales and neighbors
on Cedsr creek (now Brazos County?, during 1841,

Tiopinville at that time was headguarters for

s

all military operations between the Trinity and
Brazos rivers, and, belog on the extreme northern
boundary of the settlements, there was not & single
civilized boman habitation north of it in Texns, It
was the place of rendezvous and starting-point for
all the company's expeditions. ‘The service of the
company to which Mr, Mitehell belonged consiated
in periodical excursions from river to river in search
of Indian marsoders and in the porsuit of them
when they succeaded in getting into the settlements
and stealing horses, which they frequently did,
sometimes Killing and scalping a lone man and
earrying off his wife aod children,

In this service the company had numerous skir-
mishes, but no pitehed battle of mote,

Brazoe County having been created and organized
by invitation Mr. Mitchell moved kis residence to
old Boooville, January lst, 1842, to take charge of
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the Counly Clerk's office as deputy snd act ss
amanoensis, and do all the office work for all the
county officials,

This was a neceesity st that Lime, as the perqui-
gites of all the offices were not sufficient to support
ope man, apd no ong could be fowod willing to
leave their farms and move to town to fill an office,
and o save the county organization from disao-
lution this plan was adopted, and to augment bis
earnings Mr. Mitchell hired oot to the Carter
family to teach school at 820,00 per month and
board, attending to sil official duties st leisure hours
{at night, evenings, mornings, ete. ).

I 1845 he turned over the school to Miss Carter,
whom he bad edocated, and he eogaged in
merchandising and, there being no other stores in
the county, and having the coofidence and patron-
age of the people, be was anceesaful and prosperous.

Hueving fallen desperately in love with Miss A,
J. Foley, who had faished her eduention in 1847,
under the tutelsge of the Hon. John Hayles, at
Brenham, Texns, and finding that his affections
were reciprocated, they were married April Cth,
16848, and being Clerk of the County Court at that
time, be bad to fssue his own marriage license — a
rare oecorence, it s to be présomed,

He cootinued selling goods, trading in land sod
astock, and ronoing all the eounty offices until
1850 —when others became eligible and willing to
take bis place, and in 18556 he moved to * Red
Top "' {now Beuchly) and engaged exteosively in
the land business snd merchandising. Being per-
sonslly familiar with all the original surveys in
Brazos and with many in Robertson County, and
alao with most of the non-resident owners, he sue-
cended in acquiring a large landed property; bat,
having been appomted Assessor of Confederals
Srate Taxes for Hrazos Coooty, for convenience
he moved back to Boooville in 1863, and after the
close of the war buoilt 8 new and beautiful home o
mile oot of town, where he lived until 1879, in which
year, baviog previously voluntarily surrendered all
the earniogs of his forty years' life of Loil to the
creditors of friends, so-called, in whom he had
misplaced confidence, not reserving even his beauti-
ful homestead, he bought a cheap shanty in Bryan
on credit, and, disposing of sarples  forniture,
moved into it and hired out bis baby boy, James E.
Mitchell, now of Fort Worth, Texas, to & jeweler
in Bryan st §10.00 per month, Lo aid in making a
new start. His other living children, Jefferaon P.
Mitchell, Mre, R. L. Weddiogton and Mrs, Wm.
H. Dean, now of Bryan, and Mrs. E. B, Nash,
now of Waeo, were all grown and providing for
themselves, but were not able at that time

WARS AND PIONEERS OF TEXAS.

to mid Lim fnancislly. In 1880 be bought a
small farm on the Navisols river and, with the
aasistance of friends, mainly Guy M. Bryan, Jr.,
purchased other adjoining lands, and improved
them and now has a farem of §.000 seres, well im-
proved and stocked, under caltivation, but resides
at his bome in the town of Bryan, But he i3 now
ld and feeble and realizes that bis life-work is
sbout finished. His time is wainly spent now in
reviewing the past, In which be fods some comfort.
His living children are all engaged in useful pur-
suits and are well thought of by the people who
konow them and are kind to him, and lbe feels some
pride in the consciousness of baving been efficient
in helping to convert what was an unbroken wil-
deroess in 1881, with iselated settlements at long
diatanees apart and withoot asy of the luxuries
and conveniences of enlighteped civilization, ioto
one smong the most prospercus and populous
couoties in Texas; that his own beloved eounty
( Brazos) to-day aboupds in churches and schools ;
is the home of the A, and M. College of Tezas,
hina railroads, commodions and sebstantis]l build-
ings, good highways, & number of factories and
many palatial residences, and possesses a large and
prosperous popoiation engaged in commercial and
sgricultural pursuita. Az a goldier, e did his full
share toward its protection while it needed protec-
tion s & border county. The daty was assigned
to bim o build three of the courlhonses the eounty
bas had, the firat in 1846 (* the Board Shanty
Court House™ ¥ ; the second in 1853, &8 mors pre-
tentious structure, and the thicd, the ** brick courts
hovse** in Bryan, in 1878, He served, either un-
der commission or an amanoensia, in all the county
offices for a term of years when no other plan eould
preserve the county’s antonomy. He wever ssught
any office, but was elected at different times to that
af Chief Justice, Connty Clerk and County Sur-
veyor ag the oeeasion required for the poblic good,
and from 1842 until 1853 bad the costody and con-
trol of all the archives of the county and, thera
being no resident lawyer in the county, was the
man opon whom the people depended to write
deeds, bonds, contracts, petitions and reporta for
sdministrators and guardisns, and to officiate as
preacher at weddings, ete., all of which he did
gratnitously.  He bublt the Methodist Charch now
in Bryan, donating 8500 of its cost and lending
$500 more to finish and seat it. He hoflt Alexan-
der Chapel (the first chareh edifice ever built in the
county ) for the Methodists and Union Chapel for
the Presbyterians, and dooated liberally to all the
churches in Bryan when first built, and also to other
public buildings as well. But his crowning joy is
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over his suceessfol effort in securing the locakion
in his eonoty of the Agricnltural apd Mechanical
College of Texas. It was the highest ambition of
his life. He was fully lmpressed with its impor-
tance a8 & source of revenue to his people, for all
time to come, as thousands of dollars would annu-
ally be Lrought imto the country and disbursed
among the people for labor and supplies,

The commissioners authorized by law toselect
and secure a suitable location for this institution,
had visited and examined many competing points
in the Siate, that offered by Hrazos County among
the rest, and advertised for bids, in the way of bo-
nuses, to be opened and the location awarded on &
given day in Houston. The State Senstor from
the distriet in which Brazes County is situated,
Hon, W. A. Saylor, Judge Spencer Ford and Mr.
Mitehell, were selected at o large mass meeting
held in Bryan to meet the commissioners on the
day fixed and, if possible, secure the award, Ae-
cordingly Senator Saylor and Mr, Mitchell went
down to Houston a few days in advance. Judge
Ford did oot go and Mr, Baglor went on to Galves-
ton, leaving Mr. Mitchell alone to wrestle with
powerful competitors for the award — San Antonio,
Austin, Waeo sod other promioent and wesltby
points.

Bot he maneged to learn what bonos his people
would bave to ralse to secure the prize, which was
#0 great that he fesred it was heyond their reach,
He wired Mayor Downward for instructions, and
waited for & reply, but none came: and, nerved
with the exeitement of desperation, be resolved to
act on his own responsibility, asd proceeded to
write out a bid offering the necessary bonus, which
was ateepted on condition that be would have per-
fect titles to the land (2250 acres which he had pre-
viowsly shown them) presented within forty-eight
hotrs.

He was then en route for New York to apend the
summer, but boarded the first train back to Bryan,
reported what be bad done and, with the help of
other eitizens, mainly that of Hon. John N. Hen-
dersgn, now Asscciste Justice of the Supreme
Court, and M., W. McCraw, now deceased, the
money wag raised, the lunds bought sod deeds to
same secured and delivered to the commissioners

i1

within the time speeified, and bé resumed hkis
joorney to the northern cities, the proudest man in
America.

In this transaction he felt, and still feels, that,
while it bronght a paramount blessing to bis county,
he also rendered good serviee to the State. The
position selectad for the site of the college being
central, heslthy and atiractive, and a great trunk
ling (the H. & T. C.} railroad runoing through the
grounds, which, with it various branches and
multitudinous connections, affords convenlent access
o all parts of the State, make it as eminently Atting
locntion for this great institotion,

These services have secured for bim many fatter-
ing soubriquets, such as ' Father of the County,"
eto., eto.

Bot his reminiscences are oot all of a bappy
character. He has had many sad and sorrowful
experiences. He was at one time, most unexpect-
zdly, reduced from comparative afluence to 8 con-
dition  bordering on destitution snd dependence,
while powerless to prevent it. He was made to
witness the death of his aged father and mother
and the passing away of & beloved aister and two
brothers, who had left bappy bomes to follow and
be with him in Texas. Ha was called npon to con-
sign to their little graves foor bright, loving and
promising children within one short week, He has
heen separated by death from the large majority of
loved ooes and [otimate friends of the long, long
ago, and is to-day ooe of the only two living men
who waore citizens of Brazosa Connty when it was
organized o 1841. But the supreme, heartrending
priefl of bis life, waa the surrender of his ever
faithful, loving, angelic wife, to the cold embrace
of death on the 3d day of June, 1885,

* It brought a shivering, ponderous darkness to
his soul, from which he shall oever be released in
this life, and now, as the thickening and lengthen-
ing shadows of life's evening guther around him,
his ¢chief conaolation is that, if it be troe that there
in & blissful haves in the great beyoad for the
souls of the pure and good of earth’s children, she
is surely smong the blest, and that ere long he will
be with her, and all the loved ones that have pre-
eeded him and are yet to follow.



