Editor’s Note: During the 1960s and 1970s, thestduaring which this
marker was approved, the process for obtainingxad elistorical marker
was much more informal than it is now. Substamgakarch and writing
was done at the State level, and not necessarikafded from local
communities, as it is today.

The following images are the only documentatiorardong this marker
contained in the marker files of the Texas His@rlCommission.

Although not as detailed as the materials assatiaii other markers,
they are presented in the event they may be of soi@eest to readers.

Interested parties should consult the CarnegieeCentBrazos Valley
History, Bryan, Texas, for further research on tubject.

The site referenced in this document is now theditFannin Elementary
School in Bryan, Texas.

September, 2008



History and Reference Data for First Public School
in Bryan, Texas

by Mrs. W. H. Ritchey
1968

The first public school in Bryan became a reditigr a city
election on October 29, 1877, carried by a voteinéty-two above the
two-thirds majority. A group of interested citizzimmediately bought a
block of land and gave it to the city with the psavin the deed that the
land must be used for the establishment of a weée, public school.

The cornerstone was laid in 1879 by the MasonsTéanas
Sanford Gathright, first President of Texas A&M [égk, and in the fall
of 1880 the Bryan “Graded School” composed of seyrades, opened
with five women teachers and Percy V. Pennybadseprincipal. The
school received a sum of money from the Georgedtabund, probably
around $10,000 to help establish a model school.

The “Graded School,” later to be called East Sdkool, was
located facing [East] 3Ustreet — near the street and not located in the
center of the block. It was a square, brick, treteey building with
classrooms on the first and second floors, andge lauditorium on the
third floor for chapel, programs, and calisthertlzsses. Dormer
windows were around the third story. The buildiwas heated by wood
stoves.

A wooden fence, with stiles for entrance and exitrounded the
school yard. The yard was divided into the eal sor girls and the west
side for boys. Each side had arbors, long wootdedswith benches
underneath where pupils could have lunch in theesh# cistern, with
tin cups attached by a chain, was also under thar aiThere were several
small, one-room, wooden buildings located on tleaigds. These
buildings were used as private music studios. jahgor, who kept the
building and built the fires, also lived on the ¢ko

The original building, with its east and west wimg-story
addition and improvements was used as a school19i®, when a new



building was built on the same campus. The oltding was used for
shop, a gymnasium and cafeteria. It was dismamldé849, and a new
gymnasium built in its place.
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Supporting Data #5

First Public School Marker

EAST SIDE SCHOOL - Site of the first public schaoBryan,

originally called the “graded school”. A city etemm in 1877 assured
Bryan a public school system. This school openetBBO with help from
the George Peabody Fund which established modebkcin former
Confederate States. Cornerstone of first builavag laid in 1879.
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Attach the Sugpested tnﬁcnptlun for the Marker
(Copy must meet State requirements; the Texas State Historical Survey Committes reserves the right to change
the suggested inscription.)

if this 1s an Application for @ Building Medallion, enclose currenyf glossy Picture of structure, (Application will NOT be
approved, if picture is not included.)
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_Anwer the following-questions as accurately and completely as possibie when ordering a:
TEXAS HISTORICAL BUILDING MEDALLION AND INTERPRETIVE PLATE.
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DEC 271971
TEXAS HISTORIGAL FO{MOATION

December 24, 1971

HMr., Troectt Latimer

Exacutive Director

Texas State Hiatorical Survey Commibbee
Box 12276, Capitol 3tation

Austin, Texas 7T&711

Dear Sir:
Attached is the check, in full payment, for design E Macker.

The School Board has approved the enclosed cexc of the proposed marker
and ask that marker be sent to Hy g s Superintendent

of Bryan Public School System, Educational Services Center, Villa Maria

Road, Bryan, Texas —T780TT

-

We look forward to having you at the marker dedicacion which we hope to
nold shortly after we recelve the marker.

Hope you had a Merry Chriscmas and will have a Happy Hew Year.

Yours very Lruly,

Eragog County

L]
Historical survey Tommitlee

WCT i

Artachment
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NAME OF MARKER Site of Pirst Public School in Brvan

TN Bryan , COUNTY_ Brazos
DATE__12-27-71

TO: TEXAE STATE HISTORICL SURVEY COMMITTEE
FROM: TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

on this date the Texas Historical Poundation received a
donation for a Pesign E, 27" x 42", with Post

Wa ask to be advised by your Committee Af the history is
sufficlent, the location satisfactory, and all other re-
guircments sat forth by the State have been met.

Geryrude N. Amador

STAZF_RECOMMENDATICNS: Category: __ YO

Truzstt Latimer: %L
Date

Deolece Parmelee: Satisfactory. }' : M; /-2




" TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

ROX [224% » CAPITOL STATION * ALSTIN, TEXAS TE711 + PHONE GRUO-AZSE

Novembar 16, 1972

LE

Lér. Bl Sowtirendll, Jr. k ;
P.O. Drower 305 ’ o
Sen Acteals, Tress 73508 RO,
KR, Dosign E, 27" x 42", with Past
Bita of First Public Bchool in Bryan
Bryan, TX
~BEAZ0A Counly
" Dner Mr. Socthelh

Bnploeed & an spplicablomfor pesign E,27° x 42+, with Post,

Site of First Public School in Bryan, for the City of
Brazos County.

We woald appreciaio s rubbbay of (s nscription.
Thank yom,
Glmnenaly,

Bryan;

Gartrade H. Amador
Secretary

Enclosure

BHIF TO: Dr. nasleay K. Susmmars,

Buperintendent of Bryan Public Bchool System

Education S8ervices Center
villa Maria Road

Bryan, TX 77801



