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The large red brick home located at 609 South Enrtise Eastside
Historical District of Bryan, Texas is widely knovas the Edge House.
From 1925 to 1978 it was home to three generatbtise Eugene Edge
family. Eugene Edge purchased the architectueadgpénd served as his
own contractor.[Editor’s note: See addendum, page 5.] The &claouse
was built at the eastern limit of old Bryan's eatidition and several blocks
from the original town site. The structure waseead in the National
Register of Historic Places by the Bryan HistoresBRurces Survey of
19877 The structure was recognized for its ambiencefanthe
distinguished family that had lived there.

The house stands on land that was purchased byhElpge in 1919
from the Baptist General Convention of TeXaShe site had been the
location of the Bryan Baptist Academy, formerly ffexas Women's
College. The school had closed in 1918 becaussptonditions. Edge
converted the two large brick dormitories into apents. The Edge
Apartments became home to many young professiamalsheir families as
well as the families of professors from the A&M (@gle of Texas.

Eugene Edge was born October 12, 187@. was the son of Dr. and
Mrs. John Edge, a country physician from Georgia, @ane of the founders
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of the Edge CommunityEugene Edge practiced pharmacy for a short time
before opening a dry goods store with Sam Wilsoaiowntown Bryan in
19032 In 1907, Edge became the sole owner of the stoatdd at Main and
25th Street and the store became popularly knowkagene Edge on the
Corner.” Through the years, Edge and his store earnedused respect of
the community. In a special business edition efBnyan Daily Eagl®f

1913, Eugene Edge and his store were extolled:

One of the most extensive, modern retail dry gaodb
millinery establishments in Texas is Eugene Ed{die
Ladies' Store” in this city in which is constanklgpt on hand
an immense stock of retail dry goods, millinery ¢audles
ready-to-wear garments, together with every acecgssoident
to first-class establishments of this kind. MrgEne Edge,
proprietor and founder of this extensive and susfcés
enterprise, brings to bear the ripest experienedra
judgment, and accomplished business acumen in the
government, supervision and practical control ®f it
phenomenal business, and is known as one of theaapable
and substantial business men in the city of Bijan.

It's interesting to note that Edge was only 25 yedirage when this
article was written. [Editor’s note: math erroshould be 34 years of age.]
Through the years, Edge's yearly buying trips tawNerk provided the
ladies of the area the opportunity to keep cunvétit the latest fashion's.

The store is one of the few long-time business#®perating in the
downtown, although it is no longer owned by theifgmAccording to his
obituary that was printed on the front page ofrte/spaper the day after his
death, Edge was a leading business man for 51.Years
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Some of his community contributions included segvais a city
official,*® serving on the Executive Committee and Board ak®es of the
Bryan Baptist Academ}, serving on the Board of Directors of the
Commercial Club (the forerunner of the Chamber ofm@herce);’
membership of First Baptist Church of Bryan andphesident of the Bryan-
College Station Traction Company (formerly the tatban®.

The Interurban (and the Edge Apartments) helpathdoten the
distance between Bryan and "the College." In 18i® situation of
overcrowded living on the campus required professod other employees
to seek housing elsewhereThe Interurban provided the means to put them
on the campus relatively quickly. The increasedilability and popularity
of the automobile brought about the end of therimtgan in 1925. An
editorial in the newspaper of May 22, 1925 encoeddtye local people to
use the trolley and pleaded with automobile driveatsto pick up potential
trolley users along the way. "One hundred persoasnaking themselves
professional beggars and third degree highwaymeactually holding up
motorists and beseeching them for free rides ewst}fd Although short-
lived, the Interurban had a dramatic impact on Brgad College Station,
bringing them together into the cooperative ertitleey are today.

Edge was married to the former Cora Zulch. Theytiag children,

Jean Edge (MacGregor) and Charles Edge. Charggdayging the same
talent for business as his father soon joinedditfser in what was then
known as Edge and Son. After the death of CoratZkdge, Charles and
his wife Laura James Edge moved into the family @@md raised three
children there, Eugene lll, Gail and Mary. Eugé&ige died on Saturday,
February 5, 1954. Edge and Son continued to grayeuthe gentle and
wise leadership of Charles Edge. He and his faouhtinued to live in the
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home until 1978 when it was sold to Dr. and MrsncLarey™ In 1988,
the home was sold to its present owners, Dr. arsl Etiward Allan Hilef°

The home has remained virtually unchanged throhglyears. A
picture of it appears on an early brochure of theaB-Brazos County
Chamber of Commerce of about 1F2The house appears just as it is
today. The house identified as one of the "magaift homes" of the area is
considered to be eclectic in design, incorporagiggnents from styles
popular at the time, Georgian, Renaissance and Glassic Revival styles.
It is a 2 I/2-story frame structure with a basemueiitich is unusual for the
area. The foundation is of pier and beam constmuctThe exterior walls
are dark red brick. It has a tin hip roof that@gs to be Spanish tile. Three
hip dormers are centered over the facade. It bagaves and stick
brackets. There are two brick chimneys with cddoketaps. Balusters line
the balconies on both sides of the house. The doorway is raised a few
steps. The door, sidelights, and fanlight fealeiaeled, beveled glass.
Tuscan columns and paired pilasters frame thera#raStone detailing
includes quoins, sills, keystones, imposts anddmltse. There are arched
patterns in brickwork over the French doors thexiilthe entry. Arched
entrances are featured on the sun porches. Thie@argarage which
included servant quarters is located behind thegf6fi

The interior of the house is light and open. Ohigsamost elegant
features is the ornate plasterwork ceilings witHtipie moldings. Since the
house was built with central heating, there is @mg fireplace and it is
faced with Rookwood Pottery tiles. Beveled glassket doors close off
the arched formal entrance where a gracious ss@nises to the second
floor. Oak floors with mahogany trim enhance tlogvdstairs living area.
There are 4,486 square feet of heated area dividinodl3 rooms and 3 1/2
bathrooms. The use of oversized windows, Frencinsdand wide
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connecting passages facilitates cross ventilatiomo sleeping porches on
the second floor provide the opportunity to captioel evening breezes.

This elegant home reflects the strong personalitisduilder who
contributed so much to Bryan-College Station -- &ngyEdge.

Addendum
2007

Approximately five years after the filing of thi®cument with the
Texas Historical Commission, the author receiveddbst sheets associated
with the construction of this home from the oridioaners’ grandson.
These indicate the house was constructed by notadl ¢contractor Charlie
E. Jenkins in 1926, at a cost of $23,583.25. Besé¢cond research
document associated with this marker for furtheaitkeregarding
construction. Additional information on Charliend&s can be found on
this website in connection with the Texas Histdriarker bearing his
name.

Editor
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