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Context
Platted on land granted to the Houston & Texas 1@eR@ilroad by William Joel Bryan in 1839the
City of Bryan has been influenced by the fate efrhilroads ever since. The H & TC Railroad was th
first to come through Bryan, shortly after the elas the Civil War in 1868.Through the railroad,
Bryan became a center of local commerce. Cottdrno#mer agricultural products were brought by
buggy and wagon from miles away to the H & TC’satap downtown Bryan (just east of where the
Carnegie Library still stands) for shipping to largnarkets for saf®.Bryan’s Main Street rapidly grew,

as did the city’s general population.

Overview
In 1900, a second railroad was built through Briathe west of the original H&TC tracks. Chartered
in July, 1899 by George Gould, son of the “robber baron” Jay|6gaihe Calvert, Waco & Brazos
Valley Railroad had its starting point in the toafSpring, just north of Houstoh Knowing that the
vibrancy of Bryan depended on the new railroad s&cgeveral local businessmen entered into a
contract with the CW & BV to provide land right-ofay for the railroad tracks and a second dépot.
Other property owners protested, especially afteecame known that the railroad inadvertently had
been given “carte blanche” to decide its routeugtothe city, to the dismay of all Bryan residents

concerned:® The railroad company chose to lay its tracks gaiinectly west out of downtown Bryan,
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forever changing what once was one of the mos B&ighborhoods in the city with the additional
noise, vibrations, and high incidence of accident®mon along any railroad. Eventually, in May of
1900, by vote of 3 to 1, the Bryan City Council epjied an ordinance that allowed the railroad to
operate within the city limits of Bryah° After levying a fine on each businessman who sighe
original contract with the railroad in order to pfay the obligated right-of-way, the city invited af
Brazos County to a picnic celebration inauguratiegnew railroad later that summer? 3 The

Dallas Morning News stated that eight to ten thadsaeople were expected to attend the celebrétion.

Significance
The CW & BV built its depot at the spot now known28" Street and Main Street in June 1900 after

$4,500 was spent to acquire the two blocks of f&féiThe depot housed a passenger depot at the north
end and a freight depot at the south end, withficedn the middle’” The June 28, 190Bryan Eagle
described the depot as “very elaborate” in degilwith two large waiting rooms and two large lodxbi
The building was 176 feet long, had a wood buildingop of a 4-foot high solid brick foundationdan
cost approximately $10,000 to build. A warehoud® & second freight platform stood on the next
block southt?

By special act of the Texas Legislature, the CW\&mBailroad was merged with the International &

Great Northern Railroad, also owned by George Gauidrebruary 12, 190%. The tracks were
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extended to Waco the following year and to Fort iWtine year after that, becoming known as the Fort
Worth Branch of the | & GN. The citizens of Bryaere in continual discussions with the | & GN
Railroad over the next decade regarding the rallsoaperational needs. More than once, the | & GN
chose to move its freight operations and persoouedf and back into Bryan, causing large fluctomasi

in the amount of commerce the city was able atfract surrounding farm& Even with the railroad
tracks already laid in the city, negotiations weeeded to maintain Bryan’s importance in the freigh
transportation system. Some of these concerns allereated when the railroad chose to construct a
21-acre reservoir, holding 50 million gallons oftera along the railroad tracks south of downtown
Bryan?' Used by the Fin-feather Club for fishing theirrostocked fish, the reservoir is still known as
Finfeather Lake toda¥. Unfortunately, groundwater contamination stariim¢he 1930s by a

neighboring factory that used arsenic has mad&keeunusable by humans and unsafe for wildlife.

Many items that were bought or sold in larger sitieere shipped along the rail. Cotton and coahéat
the largest shipments, but cattle, corn, wheats eggd even bees were shipped on railroads in the
Brazos Valley?*?*#>%%2"The carload of bees later terrorized the workétthe | & GN depot in

College Station for an entire night after beingk&maup by the train ride. In 1908, the I&GN began
offering a special train for cotton shipments. viBetn August 18 (the date of the first special train) and

September 10of that year, 5758 bales of cotton were shippedbte the amount of the year beféfe.

Passenger service along the I&GN track was limitgtbday’s standards. In 1903, a north-bound train
would arrive in Bryan at 11:50am on its way fromudton to Fort Worth. A south-bound train between

these two points would arrive at Bryan at 4:158nBy 1923, a second passenger service was added
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between Bryan and Valley Junction to the northwadiawing residents near Valley Junction and

Hearne to travel into Bryan for the day to sidp.

The railroad depot was the scene of many sociasicns, from the arrival of local or national
dignitaries, to celebrations of every type, toshd farewells of wartim&. Businessmen’s groups from
larger cities such as Houston and Dallas were krtovaome through sometimes on “excursiofis.*
Football pep rallies were held at the depot wheyaBHigh School’s football team left for the state
championship game in 1921.Large Juneteenth celebrations were held in thie#f-American
community that drew people from miles arodAdDuring World War | and presumably World War I,
many soldiers left for service from this depot, soofi whom did not return aliv&. Like the railways of
today — regular railroads, commuter rail, and sufswvathe people riding or working on the rails

unfortunately withessed many accidents and sonuidsst %>

The railroad was also an important part of everyidayn the Hispanic and African-American
communities of the Brazos Valley. Not only was titeen used for daily travel, but goods were shippe
and many men from these communities worked forailead compan§®***?* As was the case in other
public places at the time, African-Americans wezguired to use separate waiting rooms and separate

travel cars on the railrodd.
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Some changes were made to the depot over tim&91l8, toilets were added for each set of waiting
rooms** Aerial photographs and Sanborn maps show thi#ieii940s, the front part of the building,
where the waiting rooms were located, was remoweking the building completely
rectangulaf>*®*"“® Passenger and freight traffic along railroadsdased dramatically during World
War |1, but the increase for passenger traffic temsporary*® The heavy use of the automobile after
World War 1l diminished the demand for passengiiseavice, while total freight traffic decreaseutil
1960°° Though a resurgence in railroad freight trafficarred in the 1970s and again the 1990s, the
consolidation of railroad companies resulted indhsolescence of many railroad buildifigs? The |

& GN Railroad was merged with the Missouri-Paciiailroad in 1956, which in turn was acquired by
Union Pacific Railroad in 1982 After attempting for several years to have akgt&ome and move

the depot for use someplace else, Union Pacificatiehed it in December of 1996:>>°6°7
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Appendix 1: Refers to Mark Thomas’ website: http://www.duke/-eaharkt/gone.htm

From Mark A. Thomas
To: Audenaert, Michelle
Subj ect : Re: Bryan, TX depot

Sent : Tue 11/18/2008 10:31 AM

Michelle,

You're correct that those web pages haven't been up
both of the emails you used are still working.

Regarding the date that Union Pacific demolished th
actually witnessed it, with bulldozers and all. |

Los Nortefios that day (is it still there?). To get
check the Eagle on about Dec. 21. If that doesn't w
demolition permit filed with the County or City, so

or city hall. Finally, at the time the Railroad Co
approve every time a railroad razed a station, so t
The RR functions of the Railroad Commission have be
of Transportation. | don't know if archival record
transferred to the State Archives, or transferred t
little bit of research.

Regarding the fact that the earlier station burned
where | got that. Perhaps from a history of Brazos
newspaper. Maybe someone at the public library kno
Bill Page could help you find a reference to this i

If you don't have luck in the next couple of days,

post your request to an email list run by a bunch o
someone might know of a published source for the da
burned.

--Mark

dated in a very long time, but

e Bryan depot in 1990, |

had happened to eat breakfast at
an official cite, you might

ork, there must be some sort of
you might ask at the courthouse
mmission of Texas still had to
here might be records somewhere.
en transferred to the TX Dept.

s would have been tossed,

o TXDOQOT, so that would be a

around the 1940's, | don't know
County. It must be in a
wledgeable in local history or

n old copies of the Eagle.

please get back to me. | can
f us train station geeks and
te that the first station



