
AM College Consolidated Rural School

In 1909 the State of Texas an independent school district encompassing the Texas

AM The school district consisted of3500acres ofland that was owned by the

state This land wasnontaxableand thus could not supporta school Thenontaxable status

and the lack ofschool age on the campus the creation ora school at that time

There were several incentives to establish a public school on the Texas AMCollege campus

First the Act of 1917 appropriated funds for teaching in public schools

and also p tohelp

as a teacher training college but the student teachers needed sufficient to obtain their

training2 Secondly the college professors and staff wanted a school on campus so their children

would not have to attend Bryan schools

Evenwith these such as too few children and not funding existed

To alleviate these problems P Martin Hayes Head of the D nt of Vocational

Teaching out a gentlemens with three of the Common School

Districts CSD3 The agreement allowed the children to be bused onto the college campus thus

eliminating the need for the rural schools It also provided for merging all four districts finances

William Bizzell President of Texas AM and Professor Hayes the State

Board of for funding to starta onthe campus In1920 the funding

from the Rural Aid Law Was wanted contingent upon the approval of a fiftycent tax by the

residents of the four districts involved The tax forAMCollege 1 District was approved on

May 24 19205

This rnoney had been allocated to build a new for the P 6 The ofseveral

high and the print p the Department of alTeaching and the



tables and chairs wereconstructed by the Mechanical Engineering Shops7 The college also paid for

CSD 13

TexasAM campus

Union

to the

not in timefor the

beginning of the school year The classes met in Guion Hail until the new which later

became the Band Hall was erected In the first year 304 children were in first through

eleventh grade

The AMCollege Consolidated Rural School was touted as one ofthe finest of its time Itwas

located on acollege campus andwould have the use ofthe campus facilities such as the zoo and the

Textile Engineering Plant and Laundry9 The school utilized advanced ideas and was a model for

other rural schools The werehired for each grade Also each grade had no

more than thirtyfive pupils The curriculum of the high school met the needS of both college

entrance s and 1 life workI The girls course studies in home

economics and the boys were taughtaculture and shop skillsn Many take home projects were

assigned and had appl In addition all a basic core education

During the first few years of existence the school districts werenot consolidated The

people of the outlying areas were reluctant to completely lose their school districts To assist in the

success ofAM Rural the AM d School Board

Consolidated tS

Durin8

TexasAM were they

provided itwasdecided to

1939 a year

When

not be

TexasAMcampus In February

The residents bought and



donated a parcel of land known as the Holick property The site approximately fifteen acres had

in 194013 Thus the foundations for the presentday College Station Independent School

Dtrictwerelaid

Prepared by LucjM Garcia and Margaret R Donaldson
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