/ AFRICAN AMERICAN EDUCATION IN \
COLLEGE STATION

FORMAL EDUCATION FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS IN
BRAZOS COUNTY BEGAN AS A RESULT OF THE PUB-
LIC SCHOOL ACT OF 1871. CLASSES WERE HELD IN
MANY SMALL COMMUNITY AND CHURCH-RELATED
SCHOOLS, AND BY 1923 THERE WERE 127 AFRICAN
AMERICAN STUDENTS IN THE A&M-CONSOLIDATED
SCHOOL DISTRICT. BUILDINGS ACCOMMODATED
ONLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS UNTIL AN
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED TO- BUS PUPILS TO THE
KEMP HIGH SCHOOL IN BRYAN. THE A&M SCHOOL
DISTRICT PAID THE EXPENSES.  IN. THE 1930s THE
NUMBER OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS GREW
STEADILY. RISING COSTS OF TUITION AND TRANS-
PORTATION PROMPTED THE A&M.DISTRICT TO AP-
PROVE AND BUILD A HIGH SCHOOL IN COLLEGE
STATION. THE A&M CONSOLIDATED NEGRO
SCHOOL OPENED IN 1941. AN ATHLETIC FIELD WAS
ADDED IN 1946 AND THE NAME OF THE SCHOOL
CHANGED TO LINCOLN SCHOOL.: THE BUILDING
WAS EXPANDED IN 1948. A FIRE IN 1966 DESTROYED
ONE OF THREE CLASSROOM BUILDINGS DISPLAC-
ING 100 STUDENTS. THE BURNED FACILITIES WERE
NOTREBUILT. THE CITY OF COLLEGE STATION LEASED
THE LAND AND THE REMAINING FIVE BUILDINGS IN
THE LATE 1960s, AND RESTORED THE SITE IN 1972, THE
CITY BOUGHT THE LAND IN 1978 AND DEDICATED
THE LINCOLN CENTER IN 1980. THE FORMER SCHOOL
IS NOW THE HOME OF MANY CGMMUNITY ACTIVI-
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For more information call:
College Station Parks & Recreation Department
(409) 764-3773



